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the new Lady,1 Elizabeth enquires of after a thousand
rumours and much tittle-tattle and gosip and prophesv-
ings and apprehensions, public opinion ever just and im-
partial, seems to have triumphed over personal feelings
and intrigues and finally doomed her to continue in her
pristine lowly condition. A stand, a noble stand, I may
say, since it is a stand taken against power and favor-
itism, has been made by the ladies of Washington, and
not even the President's wishes, in favour of his dearest
personal friend, can influence them to violate the respect
due to virtue, by visiting one, who has left her strait and
narrow path. With the exception of two or three timid
and rather insignificant personages, who "trembled for
their husband's offices, not a lady has visited her, and
so far from being inducted into the President's house,
she is, I am told scarcely noticed by the females of his
family. On the Inauguration day, when they went in
company with the Vice-President's lady, the lady of the
Secretary of the Treasury and those of two distinguished
Jacksonian Senators, Hayne and Livingston,2 this New
Lady never approached the party, either in the Senate
chamber, at the President's house, where by the Presi-
dent's express request, they went to receive the com-
pany, nor at night at the Inaugural Ball On these
three public occasions she was left alone, ^and kept at a
respectful distance from these virtuous and distinguished
women, with the sole exception of a seat at the supper-
table, where, however, notwithstanding her proximity,

1 The famous Peggy O'Neil, daughter of a tavern keeper in Washington,
widow of a paymaster in the navy, and now bride of the Secretary of War,
a fine appearing woman, whose reputation had unfortunately for her been
made in Washington.   Van Buren was the only man who stood by her.
She was finally driven out and her husband left the Cabinet.

2 Robert Y. Hayne of South Carolina, anything but a Jacksonian wfaea
the nullification issue came up, and Edward Livingston, then a Represen-
tative from Louisiana, soon to be a Senator, then Secretary of State awi
finally minister to France. time when his health was
